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25X1
Bulgarisn Living Conditlona

1, The Bulgerisn pecple are tired of the Communiet regime. However, no one dares
show his discentent for fear of suffering memetions of the pollee., Many have
atill net lost their hope that something might brimg about the downfall of the
present regime or & seoftening of i%s more rigid direatives,

2, Informant states that Joy and exvheranece are not known in Bulgarie today; it is
rare that one sees people smiling, and all seem afraid. Workers do their Jobs as
1f 1% vere a burdensome duty. The salarles they recelve are insufficient to
nobisfy the minimum needs for existance. In each family husband and wife are
obliged to work in order to improve the living econditions of the family. In
spite of the existing sitwation, informent states that he had never heard of any
active sabotage carried out by any possible anti-Communist organizations or by
workers, Tt 1s not impossible that some such act might have taken place, but
1t 18 diffieult for such events to be known to the public because of the severe
press and radio control.

3. The peuple now only what the regime wants them to know. For instance, they do
not know .here a portion of the production of the country gous. last winter,
which vas particularly cold, the peo.le suffered a great deal hecause the govern-
ment distributed an insufficient guantity of coal for heating purposes, and that
distributed was of poor quallty; this in spite of the fact that Bulgarila possesses
nugerous mines of excellent coal whose production exceeds the national needs.

Miscellaneous Information

4. Bulgarian citizens can circulate freely throughout the country except for an
area 15 kilometers in width along the Bulgarilan frontiers.

5. Citizens who do not posse¢m a epecial permit are not allowed to enter or circgulate
in the port area of the city of Burgas.
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Private post and telegraph domestic correspondence is not officially censored in
Bulgaria. Informant believes, however, that correspondence coming from and going
to foreign countries is censored.

There are allegedly still 5,000 Jews in Bulgaria. Many of them hope to leave

the country but it is very difficult for them to obtain an expatriation permit.
According to informant there is no official discrimination against Bulgarien
citizens who are Israelites. Actually, however, =any things are not permitted

or allowed to Jews and this because of social obstacles placed rather than because
of actually codified decrees.

A large number of Soviets who are members of diplomatic end consular missions,
as well as of militery and commercial missions reside in Buigaria. All these
persons live in buildings expecially assigned to them and have meeting jlaces,
shops, and places of entertainment for their own exclusive use. They wre not
allovwed to frequent Bulgerian families nor to show thet they are friendly with
the local population. Informant states that the Soviets' conduct in official
relations with Bulgarians is most correct. During the past year it has been
noted that the Soviets seem inclined to follow & less retired and rore modern
way of life, The Bulgarian population hopes that this might bring sbout an
improvement in the standard of living also for other peoples of the Eastern
Bloe.

In Bulgaria it is not officially prohibited to listen to foreign radio broad-
casts., However, those caught listening are sure to undergo police sanctions
gsooner or later. In spite of this, foreign radio broadcasts are listened to

by meny Bulgeriens. It is very difficult to pick up and listen to with sufficient
clarity the broedcasts of the "Voice of America" and "Radio Free Europe". These
broadcasts appear to be strongly Jarmed by local radio statlons. Receptlon of the
Italian and French Broadcesting Systems is fairly good, particularly at 7:00 a.m.
and at 9:00 p.m.
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